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77-Year-0ld ‘Godfather of AI’ Says His Girlfriend
Dumped Him Via ChatGPT: ‘It Didn’t Make Me
Feel Too Bad’

Geoffrey Hinton says his ex used the Al chatbot to articulate the reasons why she was breaking up with him.
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Key Takeaways

e Geoffrey Hinton, 77, is known as the Godfather of Al because of his early work in creating the
technology.

e Inanew interview, Hinton stated that his former girlfriend used ChatGPT to break up with him.

e She used ChatGPT to pinpoint “how awful” his behavior was and gave him the chatbot’s answer.

Memorial Day Sale: Get 33% Off the Insights Used by Today's Fastest-Growing Companies

The Godfather of Al couldn’t escape Al during a breakup.

Geoffrey Hinton, called the Godfather of Al for his pioneering work helping develop the

technology behind Al, said in a Friday interview with The Financial Times that his now

former girlfriend used Al to break up with him.

Hinton said his unnamed ex asked ChatGPT to enumerate the reasons why he had been “a

rat,” and relayed the chatbot’s words to him in a breakup conversation.

“She got ChatGPT to tell me what a rat I was,” Hinton told FT. “She got the chatbot to

explain how awful my behavior was and gave it to me.”

Related: Here’s Why These Two Scientists Won the $1.06 Million 2024 Nobel Prize in

https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news/geoffrey-hinton-says-his-girlfriend-dumped-him-using-chatgpt/496845 1/6


https://www.entrepreneur.com/
https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news
https://info.entrepreneur.com/newsletters?utm_campaign=Entrepreneur-Newsletters&utm_source=Banner-Promo&utm_medium=Website&utm_content=Text-Link&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwEsbnvDzhAoKM0NnY1JiRkNwdRIQbXBvNW40d3VwaHFudnJldhoMRVgyOEhJRVRWWEdVIiUxODA4N2VvMGQwLTAwMDAzN2o5cTg3ZmQwcm5lbmgwbWc5dXAwKhtzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVIWldPVTJDQjM2WEFQTEkwAToMT1RKV1FGSFVSNkVUQg1PVFZZUVVWWkpHRlNEUhJ2LYUA8Bd6YXNudHkwMjBaDDUyLjEyNC40NS4xN2IDZG1jaPqf4dAGcAR4BA
https://www.entrepreneur.com/author/sherin-shibu
https://www.entrepreneur.com/author/melissa-malamut
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=entrepreneur.com&utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Google_prefered_source
https://info.entrepreneur.com/subscribe?utm_campaign=Memorial-Day-Sale-2026&utm_source=Website&utm_medium=Body-Banner&utm_content=Text-Link&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAwYhBHejzhQoKM0NnY1JiRkNwdRIQbXBvNW40d3VwaHFudnJldhoMRVhQTk9TN0lTNDFHIiUxODA4N2VvMGQwLTAwMDAzN2o5cTg3ZmMxajBzOHM5ZmlvZ3E4KhxzaG93VGVtcGxhdGVVMFFWTFpOUUNONjMyNzU3MAE6DE9UNEVCVTFLNjJDSkINT1RWQkZVQjEwWU9CQVISdi2GAPAXemFzbnR5MDIwWgw1Mi4xMjQuNDUuMTdiA2RtY2j6n-HQBnACeAQ
https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news/godfather-of-ai-geoffrey-hinton-ai-needs-maternal-instincts/495867
https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/10/08/1105221/geoffrey-hinton-just-won-the-nobel-prize-in-physics-for-his-work-on-machine-learning/
https://www.ft.com/content/31feb335-4945-475e-baaa-3b880d9cf8ce
https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news/ai-pioneers-win-106-million-2024-nobel-prize-in-physics/480951
https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news/ai-pioneers-win-106-million-2024-nobel-prize-in-physics/480951
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssXdFjG1URC4U9tgida86YtwUJuvguuVsKFI9FvHMFCMZDOx5hGn1olY4e0Vb67oVUzhODBOsrQpgGMqZHMJz_r1iiCXY5LGrMvt5-NooUO_O9iwHKKB2UDATznz43xHcLA5kfMuBowF84Mru05x01VSnVHhY_Ot4f-xX3c7spFm6xbMi-fb7H3ao0QUwEJpxm6nUQXgcX2XhR0hKISIl81YpRPYcDxfCaXcy_ZYbfoBdLTah5zuOILajWAH3hCc4fixZJ_uciDqwp0XBJy28_xMBSgMMHhCCvh7PgXeaHlaopZZOItVZWV6WRM0uOo9ZZFsqA5z1fW6uiCVyEfEGC7Ikb7OoT5dtdiUZv3u1UInIlBHtCWvDIVkGR8Vmu7Sixlm9ivh8a-50n94raJ5ojc&sai=AMfl-YRiO877Fm_4Uiu3_BYBVtOB30Jau7BkxFISsSWBAVv5J7m7_xdaBJhiu5Hd1J3HgYBscc4Tj5tU2SbtQv7FDmUy6FN0D7AqHA377T9hTFhdmbY6RR7x3lyNXPljQW93um66b5mb6eaKYrCCzCp7-0GvmbbKbbw1mrpk36ivRnMzV9fp4imr7lVZe3M2wcqlDa3p73cl-SCzTvOzshyAQOity8IWl07FCUBR8jultDItYu7kBQUZcrYpr8WGN7kxTvUo18Ym68-QclENO8lq8ukgt57nMQhTA2CqcgEj8Yvhb0caLwGnXMxKDc9m5oc8Pot8ncqsTV2RU_2HAjPWhvzYuDSmH6lONO75svGtb0K5mEd2tc6k0xQm4wHFF6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE-2PajRl7KsEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446817343%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789747%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255487855%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssXdFjG1URC4U9tgida86YtwUJuvguuVsKFI9FvHMFCMZDOx5hGn1olY4e0Vb67oVUzhODBOsrQpgGMqZHMJz_r1iiCXY5LGrMvt5-NooUO_O9iwHKKB2UDATznz43xHcLA5kfMuBowF84Mru05x01VSnVHhY_Ot4f-xX3c7spFm6xbMi-fb7H3ao0QUwEJpxm6nUQXgcX2XhR0hKISIl81YpRPYcDxfCaXcy_ZYbfoBdLTah5zuOILajWAH3hCc4fixZJ_uciDqwp0XBJy28_xMBSgMMHhCCvh7PgXeaHlaopZZOItVZWV6WRM0uOo9ZZFsqA5z1fW6uiCVyEfEGC7Ikb7OoT5dtdiUZv3u1UInIlBHtCWvDIVkGR8Vmu7Sixlm9ivh8a-50n94raJ5ojc&sai=AMfl-YRiO877Fm_4Uiu3_BYBVtOB30Jau7BkxFISsSWBAVv5J7m7_xdaBJhiu5Hd1J3HgYBscc4Tj5tU2SbtQv7FDmUy6FN0D7AqHA377T9hTFhdmbY6RR7x3lyNXPljQW93um66b5mb6eaKYrCCzCp7-0GvmbbKbbw1mrpk36ivRnMzV9fp4imr7lVZe3M2wcqlDa3p73cl-SCzTvOzshyAQOity8IWl07FCUBR8jultDItYu7kBQUZcrYpr8WGN7kxTvUo18Ym68-QclENO8lq8ukgt57nMQhTA2CqcgEj8Yvhb0caLwGnXMxKDc9m5oc8Pot8ncqsTV2RU_2HAjPWhvzYuDSmH6lONO75svGtb0K5mEd2tc6k0xQm4wHFF6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE-2PajRl7KsEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446817343%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789747%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255487855%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssXdFjG1URC4U9tgida86YtwUJuvguuVsKFI9FvHMFCMZDOx5hGn1olY4e0Vb67oVUzhODBOsrQpgGMqZHMJz_r1iiCXY5LGrMvt5-NooUO_O9iwHKKB2UDATznz43xHcLA5kfMuBowF84Mru05x01VSnVHhY_Ot4f-xX3c7spFm6xbMi-fb7H3ao0QUwEJpxm6nUQXgcX2XhR0hKISIl81YpRPYcDxfCaXcy_ZYbfoBdLTah5zuOILajWAH3hCc4fixZJ_uciDqwp0XBJy28_xMBSgMMHhCCvh7PgXeaHlaopZZOItVZWV6WRM0uOo9ZZFsqA5z1fW6uiCVyEfEGC7Ikb7OoT5dtdiUZv3u1UInIlBHtCWvDIVkGR8Vmu7Sixlm9ivh8a-50n94raJ5ojc&sai=AMfl-YRiO877Fm_4Uiu3_BYBVtOB30Jau7BkxFISsSWBAVv5J7m7_xdaBJhiu5Hd1J3HgYBscc4Tj5tU2SbtQv7FDmUy6FN0D7AqHA377T9hTFhdmbY6RR7x3lyNXPljQW93um66b5mb6eaKYrCCzCp7-0GvmbbKbbw1mrpk36ivRnMzV9fp4imr7lVZe3M2wcqlDa3p73cl-SCzTvOzshyAQOity8IWl07FCUBR8jultDItYu7kBQUZcrYpr8WGN7kxTvUo18Ym68-QclENO8lq8ukgt57nMQhTA2CqcgEj8Yvhb0caLwGnXMxKDc9m5oc8Pot8ncqsTV2RU_2HAjPWhvzYuDSmH6lONO75svGtb0K5mEd2tc6k0xQm4wHFF6Q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE-2PajRl7KsEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446817343%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789747%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255487855%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsurx8GBMHLrZzd7du9fiKD8rNXb1r812k5duPgIc7NvbQtYNFBrCuirq0qbsv49YdS_wxC1qxEAE3ieIww645FWY1PZAvJUzw3Fk3DYhg6hGeEa7ErbBUQN37kbDi8D8xmo1tdNjs8QwPNgoyK2oeXV-zrM_s1LTg-lfeNtUXXe58Ajd8Ty6AWw1emuy9rkKPlNatD60KjSAfnhJd3GdZeQR80JAoXRe1OGETLEqUsgZWNAOefFyRXJ69f3aOq11vZSZQOMDaRpfSxIRgJKnDznCoaw9nHCtq2TBMCaLkmyrZz1yTmARX5bAj0UH_5SBMLlpMqbEMLTBM3rr64vrPornLgxV45AnVvUC_Rh3-liU5gmP4y8kd7zOHFpwrjChxigHLa0C23k_wxHibizgjNC&sai=AMfl-YSZt8KPXe6tZKAzlApAUxBwL1Nm2CXTu7q_mj9v544D6gKvyqZlq6LMtTpEUGN529v_1Os3nze9MLlo_Wx62opmK1T0sE68jpdfLT-sqNiRqTH28LObdt1rUghXfopry--nADDG0tLFeUTW0VQeoBGbHQF_KYa-Q9GNPjQ__5Z-IUYwCbDpN-WvOM3K70JR83mV1fl43yobwo13An_SplQLO8nN_ESh3Pf2j90zyxOeQxodwQh-BAQXJGdJkxliHSmxym1hmPqHuJcX52ttf1CvFULDYJs5_ccabauf9di8aADuM62qiOxGdXMG5e37grIjfIxY46lzCsUGNNaqTT2a4nlEWlgRkPQ5b6ld8v6d-CtrbdnmRXE00RZLIPc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC3x2Dg4DBpEEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446938877%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789735%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255526286%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsurx8GBMHLrZzd7du9fiKD8rNXb1r812k5duPgIc7NvbQtYNFBrCuirq0qbsv49YdS_wxC1qxEAE3ieIww645FWY1PZAvJUzw3Fk3DYhg6hGeEa7ErbBUQN37kbDi8D8xmo1tdNjs8QwPNgoyK2oeXV-zrM_s1LTg-lfeNtUXXe58Ajd8Ty6AWw1emuy9rkKPlNatD60KjSAfnhJd3GdZeQR80JAoXRe1OGETLEqUsgZWNAOefFyRXJ69f3aOq11vZSZQOMDaRpfSxIRgJKnDznCoaw9nHCtq2TBMCaLkmyrZz1yTmARX5bAj0UH_5SBMLlpMqbEMLTBM3rr64vrPornLgxV45AnVvUC_Rh3-liU5gmP4y8kd7zOHFpwrjChxigHLa0C23k_wxHibizgjNC&sai=AMfl-YSZt8KPXe6tZKAzlApAUxBwL1Nm2CXTu7q_mj9v544D6gKvyqZlq6LMtTpEUGN529v_1Os3nze9MLlo_Wx62opmK1T0sE68jpdfLT-sqNiRqTH28LObdt1rUghXfopry--nADDG0tLFeUTW0VQeoBGbHQF_KYa-Q9GNPjQ__5Z-IUYwCbDpN-WvOM3K70JR83mV1fl43yobwo13An_SplQLO8nN_ESh3Pf2j90zyxOeQxodwQh-BAQXJGdJkxliHSmxym1hmPqHuJcX52ttf1CvFULDYJs5_ccabauf9di8aADuM62qiOxGdXMG5e37grIjfIxY46lzCsUGNNaqTT2a4nlEWlgRkPQ5b6ld8v6d-CtrbdnmRXE00RZLIPc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC3x2Dg4DBpEEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446938877%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789735%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255526286%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsurx8GBMHLrZzd7du9fiKD8rNXb1r812k5duPgIc7NvbQtYNFBrCuirq0qbsv49YdS_wxC1qxEAE3ieIww645FWY1PZAvJUzw3Fk3DYhg6hGeEa7ErbBUQN37kbDi8D8xmo1tdNjs8QwPNgoyK2oeXV-zrM_s1LTg-lfeNtUXXe58Ajd8Ty6AWw1emuy9rkKPlNatD60KjSAfnhJd3GdZeQR80JAoXRe1OGETLEqUsgZWNAOefFyRXJ69f3aOq11vZSZQOMDaRpfSxIRgJKnDznCoaw9nHCtq2TBMCaLkmyrZz1yTmARX5bAj0UH_5SBMLlpMqbEMLTBM3rr64vrPornLgxV45AnVvUC_Rh3-liU5gmP4y8kd7zOHFpwrjChxigHLa0C23k_wxHibizgjNC&sai=AMfl-YSZt8KPXe6tZKAzlApAUxBwL1Nm2CXTu7q_mj9v544D6gKvyqZlq6LMtTpEUGN529v_1Os3nze9MLlo_Wx62opmK1T0sE68jpdfLT-sqNiRqTH28LObdt1rUghXfopry--nADDG0tLFeUTW0VQeoBGbHQF_KYa-Q9GNPjQ__5Z-IUYwCbDpN-WvOM3K70JR83mV1fl43yobwo13An_SplQLO8nN_ESh3Pf2j90zyxOeQxodwQh-BAQXJGdJkxliHSmxym1hmPqHuJcX52ttf1CvFULDYJs5_ccabauf9di8aADuM62qiOxGdXMG5e37grIjfIxY46lzCsUGNNaqTT2a4nlEWlgRkPQ5b6ld8v6d-CtrbdnmRXE00RZLIPc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzC3x2Dg4DBpEEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N426203.2379905ENTREPRENEUR/B35848511.446938877%3Bdc_trk_aid%3D640789735%3Bdc_trk_cid%3D255526286%3Bdc_lat%3D%3Bdc_rdid%3D%3Btag_for_child_directed_treatment%3D%3Btfua%3D%3Bgdpr%3D0%3Bgdpr_consent%3D%3Bltd%3D%3Bdc_tdv%3D1
https://www.entrepreneur.com/
https://www.entrepreneur.com/search

5/27/26, 10:24 AM Geoffrey Hinton Says His Girlfriend Dumped Him Using ChatGPT

However, the now 77-year-old, who won the Nobel Prize in Physics last year and currently

works at the University of Toronto as a professor emeritus in computer science, wasn’t too

bothered by the Al-generated response — or the breakup.

“I didn’t think I had been a rat, so it didn’t make me feel too bad,” he told FT. “I met

somebody I liked more, you know how it goes.”

Geoffrey Hinton, Godfather of AL Photo By Ramsey Cardy/Sportsfile for Collision via Getty Images

Although Hinton doesn’t give a timeline of when the breakup occurred, if his ex used
ChatGPT, it had to be within the last three years. And while the technology helped shape
the conversation around Hinton’s breakup, its creator, OpenAl, would rather its chatbot

stay out of difficult conversations.

OpenAl announced last month that it would be rolling out changes to ChatGPT to ensure

the chatbot responds appropriately in high-stakes personal conversations. For example,
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While the breakup comments are personal, Hinton has long been outspoken about Al In

June, he told the podcast “Diary of a CEQ” that Al had the potential to “replace everybody”

in white-collar jobs, and last month, at the Ai4 conference, Hinton posited that Al would

quickly become “much smarter than us.”

In December, he said that there was a 10% to 20% chance that AI would cause human

extinction within the next 30 years.

Related: AI Could Cause 99% of All Workers to Be Unemployed in the Next Five Years, Says

Computer Science Professor

Sherin Shibu . News Reporter
{Z} Entrepreneur Staff

Sherin Shibu is a business news reporter at Entrepreneur.com. She previously

worked for PCMag, Business... Read more
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